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Meetings for Worship 
Every Sunday 10:15am at the Abingdon Community Support Service (Abbey Centre), Crabtree 
Place, off AudleA Drive. 

Thursday 2nd March 7:30pm in the Garden Room, St Ethelwold’s, 30 East St Helen Street. 

A Year of Wonder 
Julia Dover, the Children, Young People and Families Worker for the Thames Valley, writes: 
As the days soOen and lengthen, as the sap begins to run, we 
enter the Pme of Wonder for OSAM Friends. 

Wonder is defined as ‘a feeling of amazement and 
admiraPon caused by something beauPful, remarkable and 
new’. Wonder summons our rapt aAenPon and well of deep 
emoPon: the sight of a comet in the night sky on its journey 
from some unfathomable place; the tender, wordless 
expression of love; the kindness of strangers; a simple joy of 
being alive in the present moment, engaging with the world 
around us as if for the first Pme; the return of swallows in 
spring… on and on.  

The expressions of wonder are infinite; its felt experience is 
generous, liberaPng, beyond Pme (and oOen language), and 
our birthright as living beings on the planet. 

The children in our midst are mirrors of our own inner 
capacity to experience wonder. The year-long Wonder Days 
series of acPviPes in OSAM celebrates how we connect to 
each other through the qualiPes we associate with children 
but are integral to each of us regardless of age: 

And Jesus called a liAle child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, 
And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as liAle children, 
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this liAle child, the same is greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven. (MaChew 18, 2—4) 

The all-age aAunement to wonder kicked off in Oxford MeePng with the making of a ‘Wonder Box’ 
by children, which they introduced to the adult Friends at MeePng for Worship on 26th February. 
Friends of all stripes were invited to write their responses to the quesPon ‘What makes your heart 
sing?’ on paper hearts, to add to the Wonder Box. The box will be taken to Area MeePng on 11th 
March. There, Friends from all parts of OSAM will add their singing hearts to it. 
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These collected singing hearts will inspire a series of all-age (beyond age!) ‘Wonder Days’ across 
the year and the region which draw Friends together in different ways through the experience of 
awe. 

On Sunday 26th February our own Wonder Box was placed on the table at MeeQng for Friends to 
contribute their responses to ‘What makes your heart sing?’ It will return on 5th March to receive 
further contribuQons, and its contents will be taken to Area MeeQng. 

Abingdon Quaker Matters 
Business Meeting: 5th March 
March’s Business MeePng takes place aOer MeePng for Worship. The agenda will include recent 
progress with our proposal to make a donaPon to chariPes supporPng local people who are 
struggling with the cost of living.  

Please send any other items for the agenda to Judy Goodall by Friday 3rd: 
abingdonquakers@gmail.com  

Special Appeal: Wheels for All Oxford 
From Liz MaChews 
Las summer, with both of us rePred, Guy and I were in search of a 
volunteering opportunity in which we could parPcipate together and which 
matched our own interests. It didn’t take long to discover Wheels for All 
Oxford (WfA Oxford), a club that offers inclusive cycling opportuniPes, 
primarily for adults, in a supporPve and traffic-free environment at the 
Horspath Road AthlePcs Track. There, three large ISO containers are crammed 
with a bewildering assortment (and quanPty) of bicycles, tricycles, tandems 
and hand cycles, some human-powered and others electrically assisted. There are even a couple of 
quadricycles and a tricycle wheelchair-transporter. 

WfA Oxford was set up in 2012. A team of dedicated and energePc 
leaders and volunteers run sessions on Tuesday and Friday 
mornings for up to 80 people. Some riders may be recovering from 
an accident or a stroke, or learning how to cycle with a physical 
impairment or learning difficulty. Others come because they 
haven’t cycled for a long Pme — or have never done so — and 
want to pracPse and build their confidence.  

Riders aAend from all over Oxfordshire (Abingdon included), 
usually with a carer or supporter. The volunteers help them to 
choose a suitable cycle, make any adjustments needed (such as 
fikng special pedals), serve refreshments and engage in friendly 
conversaPon. The more mechanically-savvy volunteers carry out 
essenPal maintenance to keep the cycles in working order. 

ParPcipants pay £3 to aAend a session, but the real cost of 
parPcipaPon is closer to £10. UnPl now the club has been 
generously supported by individual donaPons and small grants, but 
has been ineligible to receive more substanPal funding. So, in the 
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last few weeks WfA Oxford has been incorporated as CyclAbility CIC (a not-for-profit community 
interest company), which will make it easier to access funding from larger agencies. Even so, 
contribuPons from individuals will remain an important source of income, as well as helping to 
raise WfA Oxford/CyclAbility’s profile and reach more local people who can potenPally benefit 
from the fun, fresh air and exercise on offer.  

You can make a donaPon to WfA Oxford in these ways (the old name is being kept during the 
transiPonal phase): 

• Direct transfer to WfA’s bank account. This is preferred as it avoids transacPon charges:  

Sort Code 30-90-99 (Lloyds Bank) 
Account No. 30906268 
Account Name: Wheels for All Oxford 

• Credit card. Visit hAps://www.wfaoxford.org/pay-online/ and in the drop-down list below 
‘What are you paying for?’, select ‘DonaPon’. There’s also space for you to note that you are 
donaPng in response to an appeal at Abingdon Quaker MeePng. 

• Cash. At MfW on 12th and 26th March. 

• Cheque. Make your cheque payable to Abingdon Quaker MeePng and pass it to Liz MaAhews 
with a note that it’s for a donaPon to WfA. I’ll process it together with the cash donaPons. 

On behalf of WfA Oxford/CyclAbility, thank you! 

Fi[ng cycles into the containers at the end of a WfA Oxford session is no mean feat!  

3

https://www.wfaoxford.org/pay-online/


Around the Area and Region 
Area Meeting and Spiritual Nurture Session 
Saturday 11th March 10:30am, Burford MeeQng Hous 
The theme of the Spiritual Nurture session aOer lunch is ‘Being a Peace Church at a Time of War’, 
with Tim Gee. Tim is General Secretary of Friends World CommiAee for ConsultaPon, connecPng 
Quakers across more than 100 countries. He has worked for Friends of the Earth, ChrisPan Aid, 
Quaker Peace & Social Witness, and Amnesty InternaPonal, and has wriAen for publicaPons 
including The Guardian, New InternaPonalist and the Independent. He is the author of four books, 
including Why I am a Pacifist: a Call for a More Nonviolent World (2019) and Open for LiberaQon: 
an acQvist reads the Bible (2022). 

Bucks, Berks, Oxon Regional Meeting (BORM) 
Saturday 25th March 10:30—3:30, Jordans MeeQng House, Welders Lane, Jordans, Bucks HP9 2SN 
and online 
The meePng will address the quesPon 
‘Acknowledging the impact of the slave trade, 
colonialism and economic exploitaPon on the lives 
of many today, what should, and can, we do?’ 

Yearly MeePng in 2022 asked area meePngs to 
consider these maAers as part of a BYM-wide 
discernment process. The day will be an opportunity 
to do this. The Quaker Africa Interest Group (QAIG), 
which Ann Floyd co-clerks, has proposed three 
principles to help us, which we will draw upon: 

1. InjusQce is not only historic but ongoing. The 
transatlanPc slave trade has ended, but the way rich countries relate to Africa and the Global 
South generally is sPll exploitaPve – for example, poor countries suffer most from climate 
change that rich countries cause and are unwilling to compensate for. 

2. Redressing inequaliQes and loss and damage — not reparaQons. We should aim to redress 
inequaliPes, rather than trying to idenPfy who is owed compensaPon for injusPces, and how 
much. We should not get hung up on mechanisms but have a broad approach to making 
amends for loss and damage caused. 

3. Working in partnership. When planning the way forward to redress inequaliPes, it is crucial that 
we listen to those most affected, and work in partnership (in QAIG’s case, with African people) 
to avoid the conPnuaPon of colonialist pracPces and aktudes. 

During the day we will explore these principles and their validity and implicaPons for us. As part of 
this, we will hear from some African Friends about how they see these issues, in accordance with 
principle 3. OpportuniPes for partnership and/or support may emerge, which we can also consider 
on the day and aOerwards. 

Please let Ann Floyd know via email (annfloyd@bPnternet.com) if you plan to aAend the meePng, 
and whether you expect to come in person or connect via Zoom. 

To find out more about QAIG, visit hAp://quakerafricainterest.org.uk/  
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Living in the Spirit 
OSAM-wide ‘Living in the Spirit’ sessions on Zoom will take place at 7:30pm on the third Monday 
and second Wednesday of each month, starPng on 20th March and 8th March respecPvely. Zoom 
links will be sent by email shortly before each meePng. 

For further informaPon, contact John Mason of Oxford MeePng: John.Mason@open.ac.uk 

John proposes the following passage as an iniPal sPmulus: 

Give over thine own willing, give over thy own running, give over thine own desiring to 
know or be anything and sink down to the seed which God sows in the heart, and let 
that grow in thee and be in thee and breathe in thee and act in thee; and thou shalt 
find by sweet experience that the Lord knows that and loves and owns that, and will 
lead it to the inheritance of Life, which is its porPon.  
       Isaac Penington, 1661 (QFP 26:70) 

Sharing Stories: A Quaker Outreach Afternoon  
Thursday 15th June 2023 1:30-3:30pm, Sibford School 
OSAM Friends are invited to spend a June aOernoon with primary- aged children at Sibford School, 
where pupils will pracPse their interviewing skills with Friends, and all will discover what they have 
in common regardless of age. Shared aOernoon tea is a highlight. It would be brilliant if enough 
Friends parPcipate so each can buddy up with a pupil one to one. If you are interested, please 
contact Julia Dover (JuliaD@quaker.org.uk)  by 1st April, to allow Pme to obtain a DBS cerPficate if 
you don’t already have one (required by visitors to the school). 

Office Managers at Oxford Meeting House 
Oxford Quakers are pleased to inform Friends that Jacqui Mansfield has been offered, and has 
accepted, the job of General Manager of the MeePng House in St Giles’. Jacqui has worked 
alongside Deb Arrowsmith for a number of years, and so is very well acquainted with the role. 

A vacancy now exists for a part-Pme Deputy General Manager (24 hours per week); if you know 
anyone who might be interested in the posiPon, a link to further informaPon can be found on the 
Oxford Quakers website: hAps://oxfordquakers.org/   

From the Wider Quaker Community 
Yearly Meeting 2022 
Friday 28th April—Monday 1st May, Friends’ House, London and online.  
Yearly MeePng is open to all members and aAenders; if you wish to aAend (whether in person or 
online), you will need to book by Friday 17th March. For further informaPon, and to book, visit 
hAps://quaker.org.uk/ym  

Discovering Quakers: A New Outreach Initiative 
Discovering Quakers (hAps://discoveringquakers.org.uk/)  is a new 
grassroots outreach iniPaPve created by Friends, with some funding from Britain Yearly MeePng. 
They have one simple mission: to engage more people with Quakerism. Since launching in January 
they have reached 130,000 people, had 12,500 visitors to their website and received 1,000 email 
enquiries. 
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The Discovering Quakers team is now looking for more Friends to get involved, either by 
contribuPng content (e.g. blog posts, social media posts, photographs or emails), or by joining 
their team. Discovering Quakers is also offering its services to help local and area meePngs 
improve outreach and engage local communiPes. If you’re interested in contribuPng, visit  
hAps://info.discoveringquakers.org.uk/digital-outreach/  

Prayer for the Day with Quaker Hope Lonergan 
Hope Lonergan — also known as Pope Lonergan — is a comedian, a former care worker, a 
recovering addict and a Quaker. From 18th—24th February he brought his slightly quirky, but deeply 
spiritual, blend of perspecPves to Radio 4’s ‘Prayer for the Day’. You can catch up with his two-
minute segments on BBC Sounds or at hAps://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/b006qmpj (each is 
available for 28 days aOer broadcast).  

Faith in Action in and around Abingdon 
Abingdon Peace Group 
The Peace Group meets on the third Tuesday of each month, normally at the Northcourt Centre. 
Details of the March meePng will follow in due course. Contact abingdonpeace@gmail.com  

Abingdon Carbon Cutters 
Carbon CuAers meet on the third Wednesday of the month. Details of 
the March meePng will follow in due course. Visit hAps://
abingdoncarboncuAers.org.uk/ or email carbon.cuAers@gmail.com 

More Tree Planting! 
The next 420 trees are due to arrive this month, and volunteers are 
urgently needed on Saturday 18th March from 11am to 3pm. Please 
book a slot online at hAps://abingdoncarboncuAers.org.uk/  

Among the Abingdon Churches 
Warm Spaces in Abingdon 
Although we are moving into March, winter may sPll have a few cold spells in store for us. This is a 
list of warm spaces generously provided by some of the churches in Abingdon: 

St Edmund’s Catholic Church, 1 Oxford Road – Parish Centre (01235 847804)  
Mondays: 11am–4pm. Hot lunch, refreshments, conversaPon, games  

PeachcroO ChrisPan Centre, Lindsay Drive (01235 530227)  
Tuesdays: 1–4pm. Warm drinks, comfy chairs, quiet work space  

Abingdon SalvaPon Army, 12 West St Helen’s St (01235 523586)  
Wednesdays: 12–2pm. Tea, coffee, Wi-fi, conversaPon, games  
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Christ Church, Northcourt Road, The Barn (01235 539172)  
Thursdays: 12.30–4.30 =pm. Hot drinks/soup, conversaPon  

Abingdon BapPst Church, 35 Ock Street (01235 530080)  
Fridays: 2–4.30pm. Tea, coffee, squash, biscuits, conversaPon  

For more warm spaces, not just in Abingdon but across the UK, visit  
hAps://www.warmwelcome.uk/  

Piano Recital: ‘A Celebration of Spring’ 
Saturday 25th March 7pm, St Michael & All Angels’ Church, Park Road 
Guy-Bernard Davis plays Beethoven’s ‘Waldstein’ Sonata, 6 pieces by Brahms op. 118, and 6 
Moments Musicaux by Rachmaninov op. 16. 

Tickets £10 for adults (children free) from the Bookstore in Bury St or at the door. Refreshments 
available. Proceeds to church funds. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Among Abingdon Friends 
Poems of the Month 
The Poetry Group did not meet in February. Instead, Sally Reynolds has shared with us the 
following Ukrainian poem, which she received in an email from Beryl Davidson’s son Jonathan: 

to my daughter 
please don’t write to me of the war, 
tell me instead of the gardens around, 
do the grasshoppers sing the songs we adore? 
do the snails slowly inch upon sprouts? 
tell me about the words people use 
to name their cats in faraway naPons. 
the only thing I want you to refuse 
is to hide between the lines your frustraPons. 
do cherries or apricots bloom near your dwelling? 
if they give you a bouquet of flowers, 
don’t talk about your escape from the shelling 
tell them we lived here the best life of ours 
let Ukraine become the land to explore, 
invite foreign friends and every person you meet. 
we will show everybody aOer the war 
how grateful we are for our children’s peace. 

     Pavlo Vyshebaba, translated by Anhelina Yurkiv 

Keeping in mind that there are sPll Russians brave enough to write poetry in opposiPon to the war, 
here are two verses from a longer poem published in the New Statesman in mid-February: 
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Creator, we need an answer 
Somewhere not far away is fighPng to the death, 
exchange of fire, baAles and skirmishes; 
here though, there is a canopy of blue, 
and a bird fluAers overhead. 
Somewhere not far away, carnage, abuse, 
blood, death, clashes, dismemberment; 
here though, in the early morning hours, 
people are sPll asleep, and snuffle touchingly. 
Creator, we need an answer from you: 
in this world, the world that you established, 
was all today’s insanity always 
part of the bargain with you? 
… 
…victory comes, not with gnashing teeth, 
it comes with sounds that will caress our ears. 
Victory comes, not with voices wailing, 
it comes in conversaPon between rain and grass. 
Victory comes, not with the raAle of weapons, 
it is the silent gliAer of a river. 
Not a wild howl, a roar, a yell, 
but birdsong at first light. 
And not a mob bogged down in grievance, 
just someone breathing quietly, in and out. 
… 
     Larissa Miller, translated by Rowan Williams 

News of Friends 
Beryl Davidson died on 7th February in the John Radcliffe Hospital. Her 
funeral will be held on Tuesday 28th March at 3pm at South Oxford 
Crematorium, Garford, OX13 5PA, followed by tea at St Ethelwold’s. 

 Mar8n Smith has been ‘not too well’ since Christmas. He says he is fairly 
fit and hasn’t lost weight — just conPnuously Pred — and regrets being 
unable to come to MeePng. He has now had a biopsy on his prostate and 
is awaiPng a pre-op appointment at the Churchill Hospital. Son David is 
doing all the shopping and is a daily visitor.  

Friends will wish to hold MarPn and Janet in the Light. 

Opening Up at the Abbey Centre: March Rota 
5th Adrian Allsop Judy Goodall

12th Liz MaAhews Chris Sewell

19th Alan Pearmain Richard Smart

26th Rosie Page Sally Reynolds
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March Dates for Your Diary  
This is a summary of the Quaker-related events announced on the preceding pages. 

Next Month… 
Please send your contribuPons for the April issue to the editors by Friday 24th March. 

  
Abingdon Local Quaker Meeting 

hAps://abingdonquakers.org/  

Clerk: Judy Goodall – abingdonquakers@gmail.com 
NewsleAer Editors: Roger Baker & Liz MaAhews  

newsleAer@abingdonquakers.org.uk 

Image credits: Page 1: CC BY NC SA 2.0 by Rob Friesel hCps://www.flickr.com/photos/found_drama/4146419140/
in/photostream/; Pages 2, 3 & 9: Liz MaChews; Page 4: CC BY NC 2.0 Peter Reed hCps://www.flickr.com/photos/
petereed/2952203428; Page 6: CC0 Public domain from hCps://pxhere.com/; Page 8: Sally Reynolds. 

Date Time Event details

Sun 5th 11:45am MeePng for Worship for Business

Wed 8th 7:30pm Living in the Spirit — Wednesday session 
Zoom

Sat 11th 10:30am Area MeePng 
Burford MeePng House

Wed 15th 7:30pm Abingdon Carbon CuAers 
TBA

Tues 21st 8pm Abingdon Peace Group 
TBA

Sat 18th 11—3pm Abingdon Carbon CuAers tree-planPng 
TBA

Sat 25th 10:30am Regional MeePng 
Jordans MeePng House

Mon 27th 7:30pm Living in the Spirit — Monday session 
Zoom
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