
 

January 2023 (online edition) No. 400 

Meetings for Worship 
Every Sunday 10:15am at the Abingdon Community Support Service (Abbey Centre), Crabtree 
Place, off AudleA Drive. 

Thursday 5th January 7:30pm in the Garden Room, St Ethelwold’s, 30 East St Helen Street. 

An Abingdon Quaker Christmas 
Abingdon Quakers don’t normally meet for worship on Christmas Day, but an excepRon is made 
when Christmas Day falls on a Sunday. However, this year things didn’t quite go to plan as the 
photo and accompanying verse by Roger Baker show… 

And when they came to the place 
They found the door bolted both at top and at base. 
No access. No room. 
But no feeling of gloom 
‘Let’s hold MeeRng for Worship among yon tall trees 
But not for a full hour because we might freeze.’ 
So they crossed to the car park, these women and men 
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And held MeeRng for worship at a quarter past ten. 
Thus was fulfilled the claim on the sign 
That Quakers meet here on Sundays, at precisely that Rme. 

One tradiRon of the MeeRng that definitely did go to plan was the children’s annual mincemeat-
making on 4th December, in aid of a fund for warm spaces in the village of Chilton.  

Abingdon Quaker Matters 
Welcome to Our New Clerk 
On 1st January Judy Goodall takes over from Alan Pearmain as Clerk of Abingdon MeeRng for the 
next three years. We welcome Judy to the role and thank Alan for his years of service. Alan will 
conRnue as Assistant Clerk unRl the end of 2023.  

We also extend grateful thanks to all Friends who have given service in 2022, and thanks and good 
wishes to those who have agreed to take on new responsibiliRes or are conRnuing to serve in the 
same capacity.  
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Business Meeting: 8th January 
January’s Business MeeRng takes place on the second Sunday this month aber MeeRng for 
Worship. The agenda will include the proposal to make a substanRal donaRon to a charity 
supporRng people who are struggling with the cost of living (see the December issue).  

Please send any other items for the agenda to Judy Goodall by Friday 6th: 
abingdonquakers@gmail.com  

Special Appeal: Woodbrooke 
From Chris Sewell 
Abingdon Friends who have aAended courses or learning events organised by Woodbrooke always 
return feeling refreshed and inspired by their learning and having had the chance to be part of the 
‘Woodbrooke Experience’. As a result, Woodbrooke is almost always on our list of monthly appeals.   

This year, Woodbrooke’s need for funds is larger than ever owing to the devastaRng impact of 
Covid on its programme over the last two years. Woodbrooke sRll aims to fulfil its purpose ‘to 
foster a vital Friends’ ministry now and in the future’, but it has been forced to consider re-shaping 
its service to the Society in different ways. It is currently reviewing the future shape, direcRon and 
viability of its work and has chosen to do so in two separate exercises, each focusing on one of the 
two major areas of Woodbrooke’s work: Learning and Research (led by a newly appointed Co-CEO, 
MarRn Ford) and the Woodbrooke Centre, (led by Sandra Berry, the current Director). Friends are 
asked to support the review by sending thoughts, ideas and quesRons to the Trustees at: 
trustees@woodbrooke.org.uk  

While the review takes place Woodbrooke will conRnue to provide opportuniRes for research, 
online worship, learning and spiritual growth, both residenRally at Woodbrooke Centre and 
through the ‘Woodbrooke Where You Are’ programme of online courses and learning events at 
venues across the country.  

Up Rll now, Woodbrooke has always been an independent charity without financial support from 
BYM. An early outcome of the review is that BYM has recently agreed to help support Woodbrooke 
Learning financially with a long-term contract. 
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There are likely to be many changes arising from the review. Some will be new ways of working 
and opportuniRes for development, but sadly some other features much loved by many Friends 
may have to be reduced or brought to an end. While the review takes place, and as the transiRon 
to a viable and visionary future gains momentum, we are also asked to contribute once again 
towards the running costs of Woodbrooke staff, buildings and the ongoing programme so that 
Woodbrooke has a firm financial base on which to build anew. 

More informaRon is available in the statement ‘Shaping Woodbrooke’s Future’, which was 
published in July 2022 and includes a useful Q&A about the opRons being considered. To read the 
statement, visit hAps://www.woodbrooke.org.uk, click the ‘News’ buAon at the top right of the 
Home page and scroll down to the relevant item. 

You can donate in two ways: 

• Online at hAps://www.woodbrooke.org.uk (click the ‘Donate’ buAon at the top right of the 
Home page). 

• By cheque payable to ‘Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre’. Send it to Woodbrooke, 1046 Bristol 
Road, Birmingham, B29 6LJ. If you are a taxpayer and would like to increase your donaRon by 
25%, please also also print, complete and send the Gib Aid form appended to this newsleAer. 

Thank you. 

The pond in Woodbrooke’s lovely grounds 
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Around the Area and Region 
Area Meeting 
The next Area MeeRng will be on Saturday 14th January at Faringdon MeeRng House, starRng at 
10:30am. The theme of the Spiritual Nurture session aber lunch is ‘Spiritual hospitality at a Rme of 
uncertainty’ and will be facilitated by Harvey Gillman. Harvey was Outreach Secretary for BriRsh 
Quakers for 18 years. He is the author of many books, pamphlets and arRcles on Quakers and 
spiritual life; perhaps his best-known book is Consider the Blackbird. His anthology of poems, 
Epiphanies, deals with the spiritual quest, with pilgrimage, and moments of grace. He is a frequent 
speaker at Charney Manor; his humility, open-mindedness and inclusivity of approach make him a 
great leader of parRcipaRve debates and discussions. Harvey writes:  

‘The quesRon I pose to myself and to others is: how do we fragile humans live in peace 
and harmony on this fragile planet? If anything here speaks to you, it may form the 
basis for the session you require…’ 

Spiritual Nurture sessions for the remainder of 2023 include: 

11th March: Tim Gee on the work of FWCC 
13th May: Tas Cooper and TBC on the revision of Quaker Faith & PracBce  
11th November: Janet ScoA with a review of her Swarthmore Lecture of 1980  

Enquirers’ Sessions at Oxford Meeting House 
The final two sessions in the current series take place at Oxford MeeRng House as follows: 

Thursday 5th January: Quaker theology, God and belief 
Thursday 26th January: The Quaker life cycle 

Both meeRngs start at 6pm. Anyone is welcome, from those who want to just dip their toes in the 
water to long-Rme aAenders. 

Didcot Meeting 
Didcot MeeRng will be held weekly at Didcot Civic Hall on Saturday mornings at 11am, from 7th 
January 2023. Esther Peacock writes: ‘It would be great to have occasional support for this 
fledgling meeRng from members of other Local MeeRngs in the area. Perhaps we could construct a 
schedule in order to provide a steady flow of visitors?’ Please contact Esther with any quesRons or 
offers of support; her contact details are in our List of Members. 

Children, Youth and Families Development Work: An Update 
Julia Dover writes with news of a few of her latest acBviBes and informaBon about upcoming 
events for your diaries: 
I greet you in friendship at the great sRll point of the year, a Rme when creatures of the forest, 
river, and sky are quiet. How wonderful that Nature offers a visceral experience of peace and rest.  

This past month I facilitated an abernoon of all-aged fun during an imaginaRve play session at the 
Oxford MeeRng House for Friends aged one to eighty-one. In a short Rme we travelled to the 
boAom of the sea and to the moon, as starfish, fire and penguins. One amongst us was a fabulous 
pancake! It was amazing how beauRfully the group moved as one and beyond words to create 
different forms and worlds.   
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I am glad to announce a slate of new outreach iniRaRves following recent meeRngs with Sibford 
School and Leighton Park School — with opportuniRes for meaningful, exploratory and fun 
experiences for students and our communiRes of Friends alike on the horizon. In mid-June at 
Sibford, Quakers from across the Area MeeRng are invited to spend a day with primary school 
children to share stories, life experiences and games. […] I shall let you know the precise date of 
this event in the New Year. It would be great to involve as many Friends as possible in this venture- 
please get in touch for further details.  

 In January, I will join Newbury Friend Howard Grace at Leighton Park for a screening of the film 
‘Beyond Forgiving’ plus discussion to follow, to the Year 11 cohort. A Peace Conference in Autumn 
2023, as well as an acRviRes week mid-June, are in the pipeline, both open spaces for Friends 
who’d like to join in collaboraRve outreach planning, devising and leading sessions.   

 Also in January I will facilitate an all-aged acRvity at Reading MeeRng to make a ‘Quaker Quilt of 
Joy’. Following a relaxed shared lunch, we write and draw our personal joys on coloured paper 
hexagons, and then together make a patchwork quilt of joys for display. I am happy to run a similar 
event for Local MeeRngs across Thames Valley.  

It is clear that OSAM is gibed with so many Friends with a rich array of talents, enthusiasms, 
wisdom and experRse. In a spirit of collaboraRon, as I develop new events and programmes across 
the Area MeeRng, I invite Friends to consider offering Rme and skills as volunteers. In fact, I would 
like to plan acRviRes whose seeds are your passions. Stay tuned for a February gathering for any 
amongst you who’d like to explore what inspires you, and how to share this excitement through 
volunteering.    

I am iniRaRng an outreach group of Friends across Mid-Thames and OSAM to develop innovaRve 
interacRve outreach performances and workshops to target audiences. Please contact me for more 
details. I also note for your interest that Local Development Worker Moya and I will be co-leading 
Restore sessions for Local MeeRngs: details to follow in February.  

 From Quaker faith and pracRce 1.07:  

‘Spiritual learning conRnues throughout life, and oben in unexpected ways. There is 
inspiraRon to be found all around us, in the natural world, in the sciences and arts, in 
our work and friendships, in our sorrows as well as our joys. Are you open to new light, 
from whatever source it may come?’  

Wonder Days 2023 
A call for OSAM Friends of all ages and sizes to aAend the launch of Wonder Days at the Area 
MeeRng at Burford on Saturday 11th March. During the day, Friends will be invited to write a 
response to the quesRon, ’What makes your heart sing?”, and place their paper in the Wonder 
Box, which children will have made for the occasion. […] Stay tuned for further details in my next 
update.  

In my role to support, listen, co-iniRate and facilitate, inspire, encourage, celebrate, play, challenge 
and enliven, I’m always happy to chat with, meet and co-create with Friends across OSAM- please 
feel free to contact me: JuliaD@quaker.org.uk  
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A Learning Sunday with Julia on 29th January 
Some of us met Julia in the autumn when she came to our MeeRng for Worship. There will be a 
longer, in-depth opportunity, to spend Rme with her at our Learning Sunday on Sunday 29th 
January. This will be followed by our customary bring and share lunch.  

Faith in Action 
Abingdon Peace Group 
The Peace Group meets on the third Tuesday of each month, normally at the Northcourt Centre. 
Details of the January meeRng will follow in due course. Contact abingdonpeace@gmail.com  

Abingdon Carbon Cutters 
Carbon CuAers meet on the third Wednesday of the month. Details of the January meeRng will 
follow in due course. Visit hAps://abingdoncarboncuAers.org.uk/ or email 
carbon.cuAers@gmail.com 

Among the Abingdon Churches 
From the newsleGer of the Church in Abingdon 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 18th—25th January 
Midday prayers will take place in person at midday from Monday 23rd to Friday 27th January at St 
Nicolas’ Church. Refreshments and fellowship will follow. As for last year, a prayer sheet will also 
be available for those who cannot aAend in person.  

The United Service will take place on Sunday 22nd January at 3pm at Abingdon BapRst Church.  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Among Abingdon Friends 
Inequality 
Esther Peacock shares with us some resources on an issue close to her heart: 
• An episode enRtled ‘Inequality’ from the recent BBC Radio 4 series ‘Understand the Economy’, 

which explores how inequality in the UK has changed over the past hundred years:  
hAps://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m001fxdr  

• Kate PickeA and Richard Wilkinson: The Spirit Level: Why More Equal SocieBes Almost Always 
Do BeGer (2009). The book highlights the ‘pernicious effects that inequality has on socieRes: 
eroding trust, increasing anxiety and illness, (and) encouraging excessive consumpRon’ 
(hAps://equalitytrust.org.uk/resources/the-spirit-level). 

• ‘The Divide’, a 2015 feature-length documentary based on The Spirit Level. It weaves together 
seven stories to paint a picture of how economic division creates social division. Available on 
Ne{lix: hAps://thedividedocumentary.com/ 
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Poem of the Month 
From the Poetry Group 
This month we met at Wendy’s house for the first Rme for nearly three years: a veritable 
landmark! Given the theme ‘white’ there were inevitably a preponderance of poems about snow, 
but white was also found in flowers, buAerflies, clothing and animal world. We share with you a 
short poem by the Welsh poet-priest RS Thomas: 

Cyclamen 
They are white moths 
With wings 
Libed 
Over a dark water 
In act to fly, 
Yet stayed 
By their frail images 
In its mahogany depths. 
   RS Thomas 

News of Friends 
We received seasonal greeRngs from Philippa Killick, Margaret Sadler and Alison Swaisland. We 
were also delighted to be joined by Caroline Jackson at our Christmas celebraRon on 18th 
December; she had driven all the way from Stroud just to be with us. 

Philippa, George and OAo are visiRng Abingdon this month; Philippa hopes to come to MeeRng on 
22nd January. 

Alison sent a leAer to the MeeRng, which was read to the small gathering on Christmas morning. 
We have space only to print extracts from her leAer, which was begun on 11th December: 

Dear Roger and Abingdon Friends, 

The first frost! I woke to a silvered day and, despite the biAer air, sRnging fingers and 
nose, it was instant joy. The park was carpeted with crystal, which remained all day in 
the hollows out of reach of the sun. […] 

But how are you? Are you coping with the cold as well as all the other privaRons and 
reasons for discomfiture, personal and universal, this year seems to delight in churning 
up? This is terribly Pollyanna of me, I’m well aware, but concentraRng on the small (or 
big, when lucky) pleasures of each day is how I’m ge|ng through. Like visiRng the 
lights in Town. 

Alison then gave a lively account of her two trips to Rome before conRnuing: 

I leb off wriRng last evening and when I woke this morning the world was white! 
Properly white with cushiony snow. In a while I shall coat and boot up to gambol in the 
park, beaRng children and dogs to it. […] 

It’s a mad, bad world out there just now, but I hope your corner of it is serene. I was 
upset when the Queen died — expected, but sRll a shock when it actually happened. 
King Charles III sounds plain odd, like a Walt Disney fantasy. […] In the supermarket last 
week an elderly woman leaned over my trolley to have a good old nosy. ‘You ‘avin’ a 
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party, then?’ I surveyed my cabbage and Rns of beans and tomatoes doub{ully. 
‘Er…’ ‘You ‘ad any coins wiv What’s-is-name on them?’ ‘Charles? No, not yet.’ She 
sniffed with disdain. ‘E’ll be callin’ hisself King next…’ She ambled off and I was free to 
laugh. One of those small pleasures. […] 

I’m sending you and all Abingdon F/friends Christmas love and wishes that your 
Christmases will bring you heaping joy. 

Alison x 

A winter vista closer to home: Cumnor Hurst in December 2022 (also on page 10)  

Opening Up at the Abbey Centre: January Rota 
1st Judy Goodall Chris Sewell

8th Liz MaAhews Richard Smart

15th Adrian Allsop Auriel Lancashire

22nd Rosie Page Sally Reynolds

29th Alan Pearmain Chris Sewell
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January Dates for Your Diary  
This is a summary of the Quaker-related events announced on the preceding pages. 

Next Month… 
Please send your contribuRons to the February issue (in words and/or pictures) to the editors by 
Wednesday 25th January. 

  
Abingdon Local Quaker Meeting 

hAps://abingdonquakers.org/  

Clerk: Judy Goodall – abingdonquakers@gmail.com 
NewsleAer Editors: Roger Baker & Liz MaAhews  

newsleAer@abingdonquakers.org.uk 

Image credits: Pages 1, 9 & 10: Liz MaGhews; Page 2: Sally Reynolds; Pages 3 & 4: Chris Sewell; Page 8: CC0 
Public Domain by Marina Shemesh from hGps://www.publicdomainpictures.net/  

Date Time Event details

Thurs 5th 6pm Enquirers’ Session 
Oxford MeeRng House

Sun 8th Aber MfW Business MeeRng

Sat 14th 10:30—3 Area MeeRng & Spiritual Nurture session 
Faringdon MeeRng House

Tues 17th (TBC) 8pm (TBC) Abingdon Peace Group

Wed 18th (TBC) 7:30pm (TBC) Abingdon Carbon CuAers

Thurs 26th 6pm Enquirers’ Session 
Oxford MeeRng House

Sun 29th Aber MfW Learning Sunday with Julia Dover, followed by a bring & 
share lunch
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Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre, Registered charity number: 313816  
GIFT AID SCHEME 

If sending a cheque, please also attach this form if you are a taxpayer and wish to enable 
Woodbrooke to claim Gift Aid. 

Your completion and return of this declaration will enable us to reclaim 25% tax on any 
payments that you make to this charity.   

Please insert the amount you wish to donate this time: £………… 

(in words: ………………………………………………………………………………………..…) 

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for 
each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that at least equals the total amount of tax that all the 
charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) to which I donate will reclaim on 
my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not 
qualify. (CAF cheques are not eligible as the tax has already been claimed.) 

DECLARATION 
I wish the charity to reclaim tax on: 
       All donations made by me on, or after the date of this declaration. 

       and on all donations made by me in the past five years. 

I am a UK taxpayer, resident in the UK for tax purposes, and I will advise the Charity if this 
situation changes. 

Signature___________________________________ 

Date _____ / _____ / _____ 

Full Name___________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________ Postcode ________________ 

Emai: __________________________________________________ 

Thank you. 

Please send, with your cheque, to:  Woodbrooke College, 1046 Bristol Rd, 
Birmingham B29 6LJ
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